

















































































































































































































































































































































                                                 
21 Fierlbeck, page 67. 
22 Fierlbeck, page 83. 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most influential or affluent nation, the shift into the globalized, inter‐connected era has  
not been the easiest thing for the Canadian citizenry.   The welfare system and its social  
welfare policies has increased the ability of the Canadian peoples to partake in this new  
age. 
The Canada Pension Plan has allowed Canadians to move from job to job and  
change careers at their digression instead of staying at one job for 30‐40 years.  The  
average citizen does not need to stay at the one job to accrue a pension for their  
retirement, ensuring their security in their elderly years.  This security allows Canadians  
to become involved in this new post‐industrial economy, allows them to be more flexible  
with their career and job choices and allows them to engage themselves in the changing  
economy, to adapt to new capital trends.  This system is not perfect, but nothing is perfect  
and it has evolved over the years. 
The health care system also gives Canadians the ability to be involved in the new  
economy.  Citizens of the United States do not have a national health care plan; some  
citizens go bankrupt due to medical emergencies or long‐term illnesses.  People must  
gain health coverage either through work or pay for it themselves or pay at the doctor or  
hospital directly.  This is a stressful situation.  One could see that people may be less  
willing to leave their jobs or change jobs for fear of having no health insurance during the  
transition period.  With a national plan, Canadian citizens do not have that stress. They  
can change jobs without fear of having no health coverage.  They can become involved in  
new industries and new enterprises without fearing for their health or their savings.  And  
while the medical system is not perfect nor completely universal, it does allows them to  
evolve with the new economy. 
Not every person agrees with the ideas of social welfare or the ways it is  
implemented in the Canadian context.   Some question whether or not it is still relevant in  
this new economy, costing too much money and building too much bureaucracy.  But this  
author believes it is even more relevant in this post‐industrial, information‐based  
economy because it gives the Canadian people the security to participate in the new  
economy.  It allows them to feel able to adapt to the changes, instead of fearing them.  It  
also gives citizens common ground, allowing them some platform to for equality.  They  
are all taking care of each other.  The welfare state has become part of the Canadian  
identity.  It gives them a distinction from their large southern neighbours.  While the  
social welfare state may be costly, money will never be more important than taking care  
of the citizenry.  The Canadian social welfare system takes care of the Canadian people  
but also allows them to evolve along with the national and international economic  
system. 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